Expression of CGRP mRNAs in the pink salmon, Oncorhynchus gorbuscha.
We report the isolation of calcitonin gene-related peptide (CGRP) mRNAs and expression of these RNAs in different tissues in the pink salmon, Oncorhynchus gorbuscha. Hybridization of poly(A+) RNAs indicated a mature CGRP RNA of 1.1 kb. The CGRP-like immunoreactivity occurring in tissues and plasma had the same relative molecular weight as the synthetic molecule. Variations in CGRP plasma levels were observed during migration, spawning, and postspawning states. These data suggest that CGRP may play an important role during the reproductive cycle of salmon.